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Group’s Latest Redistricting Target: Sen. Greg Ball

by: Joseph Spector 

April 13, 2011

The New Roosevelt Initiative, a progressive group aimed getting independent redistricting in New York, said this morning that its latest target for its next rally will be Sen. Greg Ball, R-Patterson, Putnam County.

The group held a rally last month outside the offices of Long Island Sen. Jack Martins, also a Republican, as the group pressures Senate Republicans to uphold their pledge to create an independent commission to draw district lines.

The group’s founder Bill Samuels said they will hold a rally in Ball’s district on Saturday, May 14, to demand he uphold his pledge that he signed to the New York Uprising group last year that he supported independent redistricting.

Samuels said he picked Ball because the group can only logistically focus on a few lawmakers, but he said that Ball has taken strong, independent stances on issues and would like to hear from the senator on whether he still supports the pledge he signed last year (which is below).

Samuels said that if Senate Republicans are reneging on their pledge, they should just say so. Senate Republicans have been making the argument that they are still upholding Koch’s pledge, but want independent redistricting as part of a constitutional change—which wouldn’t be in place for the 2012 elections.

“I ask Ball a simple question: You changed your mind, why don’t you just say you did?” Samuels said.

There was no immediate comment from Ball’s office.

The announcement comes as New York Uprising founder Ed Koch this morning will announce his new list of “Enemies of Reform” this morning to continue to pressure Senate Republicans to uphold their pledge.

Here’s Ball’s pledge:

SD040_BALL_GREG

http://www.scribd.com/doc/52839177/SD040-BALL-GREG 
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